SRI AUROBINDO S SYNTHESIS OF IDEALISM AND MATERIALISM

maya of the spiritual idealists is practically the same kind of
stuff, inexplicable in its origin as well as its workings, which is
responsible for this mysterious phenomenon. Thus the problem
of Reality remains unsolved but for this agency of Maya or Blind
Energy in both cases.  It is therefore necessary that we go
beyond this maya, show beyond doubt that the world is not an
illusion but a real entity, a form of the Being itself. The
cosmic activity is not rejected by the Being as not its own. The
Silence should not reject the Sound of the cosmos but, on the
contrary, sustain it.

There is no need for us to prove the Being, for we live in
it. It is the Being which is the base of all cosmic activity. But
the Being itself \\as born of Non-Being. Pure Being is the
affirmation by the unknowable of itself as the base of all cosmic
existence, and the Non-Being is that which is the contrary affirma-
tion of its freedom Irom all cosmic existence. The Non-Being
permits the Being. The Reality is, therefore. Eternal Silence
and Eternal Activity, the two sides of the same Existence. And
iF there is Eternal Truth there is also Eternal Falsehood. If the
world is a dream or an illusion and the Brahman the truth, it is
a dream existing in Reality, not out of Reality in any case, and
the stuff of which it is made is that Reality. Thus the world
is as real a^ the Brahman. Brahman is the material of which
this world is made; Brahman is the content of the same world.
If the gold is real, says Sri Aurobindo, the vessel of gold is as
real and can never be a mirage. Again, if the world is as much
an illusion as what we get when we mistake a rope for a snake,
we may argue that the illusion of a snake could exist because
both the rope and snake were real entities. The mistake was
possible because the snake was real sometime and somewhere
before we had mistaken the rope for snake. The world, to be
an illusion, must first be a real entity in order to be an illusion
in a different form.

Thus there is an omnipresent Reality of which neither the
Non-Being at the one end nor the universe at the other can be
a negation. The materialist and the idealist are at the two
poles of the same Reality, each stressing its own point of view
and thus continuously playing a sea-saw in the field of philo-
sophy. The Non-Being and the Universe are the two different
states of the Reality, obverse and reverse affirmations. The
highest experience of this Reality in the Universe shows it to be
not only a conscious Existence, but a supreme Intelligence and
Force and a self-existent Bliss.
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